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Our unabashedly subjective
guide to the designers,
stores, and goods that make
the city shine

s it our imagination, or does the city seem more pol-
ished these days? Perhaps it's because designers
seem to be everywhere—not only prowling the
streets in the city’s hipper quadrants, but populating
stores with their unique goods, from cutting-edge
clothing to furniture. We profile five independent
designers we think you should know about (page 62) and
highlight some of our favorite new Chicago creations, from
Bridgette Buckley’s elegantly modern Crab Table to Casey
Gunschel’s decorative wallpaper. But nothing measures a
city’s style quotient better than the quality of its boutiques,
as their inventories display the taste of the people who put
the world’s finest goods within arm’s reach. In our search for
Chicago’s very best (page 66), we excluded stores—such as
Active Endeavors and Paper Source—that, though we love
them, have grown to a size that puts them in a bigger league.
Even so, we whittled down our list to a spectacular range of
independently owned specialty stores, bolstered by the retail
explosion that’s still happening on Damen Avenue in Buck-
town (see our timeline of how the neighborhood has trans-
formed over the past three decades, page 74). If there’s a
more enjoyable way to shop, please let us know
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Decorator, designer, and beach
lover Anne Coyle looks to
nature for inspiration. “An
organic form always makes Do,
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‘ a room less serious and more
genuine,” she says. Her coral
chandelier ($5,800; at Anne
Coyle Interiors, 77.3-235-6131)
is forged in iron and hand
painted to order.

Stuff we crave from
11 local designers of
things for the home |

nature nurtured

scandinavian chic revisited

After studying in Copenhagen,
Bridgette Buckley, who now
works at the Holly Hunt design
studio, describes her take on
Scandinavian design as “human-
istic.” Her Crab Table ($1,875;
through the designer, at 312-805-
0475 and bridgettebuckley.com)
is functional yet elegant.

Former fashion buyer Kiyomi
Kimble turned her textiles
background into a line of
hand-screened pillow covers
with motifs such as nautical
knots and wildlife silhouettes
($210; to order, e-mail
kiyomi.kimble@gmail.com).
Custom upholstered furni-
ture is next.
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modern craft
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Rockford native and apprentice
to local Bauhaus guru Berthold
Schwaiger, Jason Lewis under-
stands the sculptural qualities
of solid hardwood, as seen in
his low-back side chair in black
walnut ($950; through the
designer, at 8312-788-2507 and
Jasonlewisfurniture.com,).
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